
August 31, 2020  

  

To my beloved seniors…  

A few years ago, I was talking with one of my soccer teammates and I was talking about 

“my seniors” (nothing but praise of course!) and she commented that she thought it was 

so nice that I referred to you in that way. I had never noticed that I said that.  

Now, after close to 15 years (my start date was November 29, 2005), you are my 

seniors and always will be. You mean so much to me and I will certainly miss you. I 

think about you and wonder how you are doing. I may not be Wonder Woman, but I can 

do things that make you wonder!  

I loved hearing your stories and watching you learn new things. I loved seeing you 

catching up with your friends, looking out for each other, complaining about your kids 

(and wondering if my parents were doing the same thing) and listening to you laugh at 

my jokes.  

I found out on Friday who my replacement will be, Julie Huot. I don’t know her that well, 

but I am sure she will do a fine job. Before you know it, you will have wondered how the 

Centre could have run without her!  

Here is what my supervisor, Dale Johnson said in his announcement:  

“Please join me in wishing Leslie congratulations on almost 31 years with the City 

and having only ONE working day left.  Leslie will be retiring on Monday, August 

31.  Today we celebrated her retirement by having a car parade of Seniors 

honking and saying their thankyou and goodbyes.  This was followed by the 

Nepean Sportsplex staff walking parade (physical distancing at all times) to also 

wish Leslie a great retirement.  It was amazing to watch the impact that Leslie has 

made on everyone that came today.  

Also, please join me in congratulating Julie Huot in securing the lateral transfer for 

the Seniors Centre Program Coordinator position at the Nepean Sportsplex. Julie 

brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise, having worked at Rural South 

Recreation, Cardel Recreation Complex, Walter Baker Sports Centre, and the 

Kanata Seniors Centre.   

In this role Julie will work to resume services offered at the Seniors Centre and start 

to get to know the team at the Nepean Sportsplex.  I am looking forward to 

watching Julie build relationships with all our Seniors Centre Members, I know they 

can’t wait to meet her!  

Congratulations Julie!” 



Although I will be officially retired, I will be back to help transition Julie into the new 

position. I don’t know her start date yet, but she will contact me to let me know.  

  

The City of Ottawa is moving forward by offering some drop-in activities from 

September 15 – October 12. The approved ones for our Centre are Chair Exercise (on 

a drop-in basis only for now) on Mondays 10:30-11:30 am; Wednesdays 9-10 am; 

Fridays 9-10 am; Floor Shuffleboard Mondays and Wednesdays at 1 pm and Creative 

Crafters Thursdays 9-11 am.  

In mid-October registered programs will start. More details will be on www.ottawa.ca on 

how to sign up for the drop-in activities and registered programs. Julie will also be in 

communication to give updates. She will be able to let you know when we will have front 

desk staff working so that you can call in to reserve a spot. The building will still be 

locked with the exception of letting those in who have signed up.  

I want to thank all of you who sent me cards and emails comforting me on the loss of 

my mom. I also want to thank all of you who were able to come out to my Retirement 

Car Parade on August 28. My partner Diane came up with the idea and her and Art 

McCready made it a reality. I had always said that I didn’t want a party, and this was 

perfect. No speeches and fancy dinners, just a chance to see some of you and chat 

briefly.  

Thanks to those of you who gave me gifts. The Cribbage group even set up a meeting 

with me to say their good wishes and give me their very generous gifts. Others gave me 

cards & gifts at the parade. I have thanked everyone individually in separate emails.  

I know not all of you were able to make it to the parade and that a lot of you still wish to 

see me again. Some groups already let me know that they will be inviting me to one of 

their lunches, whenever that will be allowed. I look forward to it! I will definitely be 

around. I gave all the Activity Reps my personal email address so I can still be 

contacted. They can’t give it out without my permission though.  

All efforts will be made to try to get some cards going again through the use of tablets, 

which will help with physical distancing. Fingers crossed!  

You have all touched me in many ways, but not inappropriately! Until we meet again, I 

wish you health, both physically and mentally, and happiness.  

  

Leslie Dondale a.k.a Edna  

Former Program Coordinator  

Nepean Seniors Recreation Centre  

http://www.ottawa.ca/
http://www.ottawa.ca/


  


